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Ghost  River  plan  approved  by  cabinet  committee 

Minister  LeRoy  Fjordbotten  has 
announced  that  the  Ghost  River  Sub- 
Regional  Integrated  Resource  Plan  has 
been  approved  by  the  Economic 
Planning  Committee  of  cabinet.  The 
Ghost  River  plan  covers  approxi- 
mately 2.900  square  kilometres  of 
public  land  located  50  km  northwest 
of  Calgary.  The  plan  accommodates 
many  uses,  but  the  virtually  undevel- 
oped nature  of  the  area  will  be  main- 
tained. 

This  is  the  16th  plan  to  be  approved 
as  part  of  the  province-wide  integrated 
resource  planning  program.  Inte- 
grated resource  planning  is  a  proven 
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I  beauty  of  the  Ghost  River  area  is 
en  on  cloudy  days. 


Ghost  River  planning  area 

way  to  decide  on  the  best  use  of  the 
province's  public  land  and  resources. 
Such  planning  ensures  that  decisions 
will  be  reached  cooperatively  and  will 
integrate  all  resource  uses  and  needs 
for  now  and  the  future. 

The  eastern  and  southeastern 
portions  of  the  Ghost  River  planning 
area  are  used  for  ranching,  while 
grazing  and  timber  production  occur 
throughout  much  of  the  public  land. 
As  well,  the  entire  area  is  used  exten- 
sively for  a  variety  of  recreation 
activities.  The  plan  also  allows  for 
development  and  use  of  the  resources 
w  hile  mizing  adverse  environmental 
Ghost  River  continues  on  page  4 


JFW  Program 
discovering  989 
new  popularity 

The  phones  are  ringing  off  the  hook  in 
Bill  Bresnahan 's  office,  and  he  loves 
it. 

Mr.  Bresnahan  is  head  of  the 
Forestry  Youth  and  Social  Develop- 
ment Section  of  the  AFS.  and  he 
manages  Alberta's  Junior  Fores! 
Wardens  Program.  In  recent  months, 
he  says,  the  appeal  of  the  JFWs  has 
grown  so  much  that  organizers  can 
barely  keep  up  With  the  demand. 

"We're  the  most  rapidly  growing 
youth  program  in  Alberta  right  now  ." 
says  Mr.  Bresnahan.  "We've  got  over 
3000  members  and  700  adult  volun- 
teers participating  in  120  clubs  in  85 
communities.  That  translates  into  a 
lot  of  participation  all  across  the 
province." 

Though  the  Wardens  program  has 
always  been  popular  with  Alberta 
youth,  Mr.  Bresnahan  attributes  the 
recent  surge  in  popularity  to  our 
society's  heightened  interest  in 
ecological  and  environmental  issues. 

"Our  program's  time  has  come.""  he 
notes,  "because  Alberta's  teen  popula- 
tion is  interested  in  the  outdoors,  in 
learning  about  how  to  protect  our 
natural  resources,  and  even,  in  many 
cases,  pursuing  environmentally 
related  careers.*' 

According  to  Mr.  Bresnahan.  the 
program  is  also  appealing  to  many 
Albertans  because  many  of  its  projects 
are  family  affairs,  where  parents  and 
siblings  can  take  part.  Camps,  hikes, 
and  other  outdoor  activities  engage  the 
entire  family,  and  offer  opportunities 
and  adventures  that  other  youth 
groups  do  not. 

"We're  teaching  our  junior  wardens 
about  choices  in  life."  notes  Mr. 
Bresnahan.  "choices  in  our  environ- 
ment and  each  person's  place  in  it. 
But  we're  not  indoctrinating  mem- 
bers; we're  showing  them  the  facts 
and  asking  them  to  make  up  their  ow  n 
minds." 


Fish  and  wildlife  staff  earn  awards  for  1988  achievements 


In  recent  months,  employees  of  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Division  have 
garnered  several  achievement  awards 
in  a  variety  of  areas. 

Among  these  awards  was  a  Warden 
Skills  Trophy  won  by  the  Alberta 
contingent  to  the  North  American 
Wildlife  Enforcement  Officers' 
Association  Convention  held  in 
Winnipeg  last  summer  At  the  con- 
vention, the  division  was  represented 


by  Murray  Busch  and  Guy  L'Heureux 
(Lethbridge),  Richard  Mann 
(Canmore),  Len  Butler  (High  Prairie), 
John  Girvan  (Stettler),  Dave  England 
(Edmonton),  and  Bill  Peters  (Vermil- 
ion), 

The  convention,  which  drew  to- 
gether wildlife  officers,  game  war- 
dens, and  other  enforcement  personnel 
from  34  jurisdictions  across  the 
continent,  is  an  annual  event  held. 


Alberta  officers  Leu  Butler.  Murray  Busch,  John  Girvan,  and  Dick  Mann,  gathered  at  the  Warden 
Games  and  convention. 

Foresters  will  hold  annual  meeting  in  K-Country 


Chuck  Geale,  Director  of  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service's  Program  Support 
Branch  and  Canadian  Institute  of 
Forestry  Organization  Committee 
Chairman,  has  announced  that  the 
Canadian  Institute  of  Forestry  (Rocky 
Mountain  Section)  will  be  hosting  the 
institute's  national  annual  meeting  in 
spectacular  Kananaskis  Country.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  October  15-19, 
1989,  and  is  expected  to  draw  over 
600  attendees. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  meeting  is 
"Reconciling  Vision  With  Reality", 
and  it  will  include  a  number  of  well- 
known  speakers,  including  former 
Alberta  premier,  Peter  Lougheed.  As 
well,  Fred  McDougall,  Deputy 
Minister,  will  address  the  meeting, 
along  with  Robert  Buckman,  (Inter- 
national Union  of  Forest  Research 
Organizations),  Bjorn  Hagglund 
(Swedish  National  Board  of  Forestry). 


Roger  Sedjo  (Resources  for  the 
Future,  Washington,  D.C.),  Mike 
Apsey  (Council  of  Forest  Industries, 
B.C.),  Gordon  Baskerville  (University 
of  New  Brunswick),  and  Jeff  Sirmon 
(Deputy  Chief  of  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service). 

Other  issues  to  be  discussed  at  the 
meeting  will  include  the  use  of  forest 
lands,  the  sustained  yield  concept,  and 
production  of  an  economic  wood 
supply. 

Along  with  the  business  of  the 
meeting,  guests  will  be  treated  to  a 
number  of  tours  that  will  highlight 
Alberta's  forest  management  and  give 
Albertans  a  chance  to  show  visitors 
our  natural  scenic  beauty. 

Our  newsletter  will  keep  readers 
informed  of  news  about  the  meeting 
as  it  approaches.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Chuck  Geale.  Program 
Support  Branch,  427-3549. 


among  other  reasons,  to  promote  the 
concept  of  esprit  de  corps  among 
officers  and  their  families.  The 
Alberta  Fish  and  Wildlife  Officers 
Association  were  instrumental  in 
forming  the  international  organization; 
Fish  and  Wildlife's  Co-ordinator/ 
Liaison  Officer  Lew  Ramstead  was 
the  Group's  first  president,  for  three 
years  from  1981  to  1983.  The  Alberta 
officers  won  their  1988  trophy  by 
successfully  competing  in  four 
different  team  events  that  tested  both 
their  skills  and  their  sense  of  humor. 

The  events  ranged  from  moose 
calling  and  smooshing  (in  which 
teams  strap  8-foot  planks  on  and  "ski" 
to  the  finish  line)  to  the  more  serious 
tests  of  firefighting  and  survival  skills. 
As  winners  of  this  competition,  the 
Alberta  team  was  presented  the  1988 
trophy,  which  was  subsequently 
passed  on  to  Assistant  Deputy  Minis- 
ter Les  Cooke. 

On  another  front,  Ducks  Unlimited 
Canada  has  honored  several  individu- 
als and  groups  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division.  The  conservation  group  has 
presented  certificates  of  recognition  to 
several  regional  and  branch  offices,  as 
well  as  two  individuals.  While  Ken 
Crutchfield  (Manager,  Extension 
Services)  and  Carol  Trowsdale  (Head, 
Planning  and  Technical  Services) 
received  individual  honors,  the 
following  offices  were  recognized: 
Wildlife  Branch  headquarters;  Habitat 
Branch  Headquarters;  the  Lethbridge, 
Peace  River,  Red  Deer,  Rocky  Moun- 
tain House,  and  St..  Paul  regional 
offices;  the  Strathmore,  Hanna,  and 
Brooks  district  offices;  and  the  Brooks 
Wildlife  Centre.  As  well,  the  Division 
was  awarded  a  Gold  Life  Sponsor  pin 
for  its  contribution  to  Ducks  Unlim- 
ited during  1988. 

"The  certificates  of  recognition  were 
awarded  to  those  who  have  contrib- 
uted significantly  to  Ducks  Unlimited 
over  the  last  50  years,"  says  DU 
spokesman  Brett  Calverley.  "We  felt 
it  was  important  to  acknowledge  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Division,  which  has 
been  supportive  of  us  over  those  50 
years  and  helped  with  our  programs 
since  our  inception  in  1938.  The 
certificates  were  awarded  for  service, 
financial  aid,  and  general  support." 
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ER-2  flight  provides  months  worth  of  valuable  data 


Information  obtained  from  an  experi- 
mental Hight  of  NASA's  ER-2  high- 
altitude  aircraft  over  Alberta  in  July 
1988  is  providing  timber  management 
and  remote  sensing  staff  with  so  much 
valuable  data  that  analysis  is  still 
under  way. 

"This  one-hour  flight  over  a  thin 
north-south  strip  of  the  province 
yielded  months  of  very  worthwhile 
aerial  photograph)  and  computer 
data.*'  reports  Ken  Campbell.  Assis- 
tant manager  of  Remote  Sensing 
Services,  LISD.  "The  high  quality  of 
the  data  received  from  the  flight  is 
something  just  not  available  from 
conventional  aerial  photography." 

The  ER-2  is  a  modern  version  of  the 
U2  spy  plane,  but  unlike  its  predeces- 
sor, the  ER-2  is  being  contraeted  out 
by  NASA  to  governments  for  scien- 
tific tests.  Under  the  Canada-Alberta 
Forest  Resource  Development  Agree- 
ment, Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
arranged  through  Forestry  Canada  and 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  to  contract  the 
aircraft  for  an  experimental  reconnais- 
sance flight  over  a  strip  of  Alberta's 
forest  and  agricultural  lands.  Flying 
directly  from  California,  the  ER-2 
imaged  a  2S-km  swath  from  the 
southern  border  up  to  the  Lesser  Slave 
Lake  area  and  then  turned  around  and 
flew  back  on  an  adjacent  swath. 

"We  arranged  to  have  four  pieces  of 
remote  sensing  equipment  on  the 
aircraft,"  explains  Mr.  Campbell. 
'They  were:  an  optieal  bar  camera 
with  an  oscillating  lens  timed  with  the 
forward  motion  of  the  plane  (to 
provide  1:35,000  color  infrared 
photography);  a  RC-10  metric  camera 
with  a  12-inch  lens  and  infrared  color 
film;  a  RC-10  metric  camera  with  a  6- 
inch  lens,  using  high-resolution  black 
and  white  film  and  producing  photos 
at  a  scale  of  1:130.000;  and  a  thematic 
mapper  simulator,  which  provided 
computer  data  to  be  used  to  identify 
cluster  characteristics." 

Dave  Morgan,  head  of  the  Timber 
Management  Branch's  Forest  Meas- 
urement Section,  agrees  with  Mr. 
Campbell  that  the  ER-2  flight  was 
very  worthwhile. 

"We  conducted  the  experimental 
tlight  because  we  are  looking  for 
alternate  means  of  monitoring  the 
environment  and  providing  inventory 
updating  information."  says  Mr. 


Morgan.  "Because  of  the  plane's 
high-altitude  capability,  we've  gotten 
good-resolution  aerial  photography 
that  can  pick  up  thin  seismic  lines 
with  great  accuracy.  The  ER-2  gives 
us  the  scope  of  Landsat  imagery  with 
the  detail  of  larger-scale  aerial  photog- 
raphy." 

Forest  Statistics  Senior  Technologist 
Lowell  Lyseng  is  also  excited  about 
the  data  he  has  been  looking  at  from 
the  flight.  As  one  of  the  people 
analyzing  the  information,  Mr.  Lyseng 
is  very  pleased  with  what  he  has  seen 
so  far. 

'The  biggest  gain  from  the  ER-2 
flight  has  been  the  amount  of  area 
covered  by  one  photo,"  says  Mr. 
Lyseng.  "Each  1:130,000  photo 
covers  a  28  x  28  kilometre  block,  yet 
we  are  able  to  discern  well  sites, 
cutblocks,  and  other  smaller  features, 
and  even  achieve  some  species 
differentiation."  Mr.  Lyseng  will  be 
conducting  ground-truthing  tests  to 
assess  the  reliability  of  the  ER-2  data. 
These  tests  involve  traveling  to  a 


photographed  site  and  conducting  on- 
site  measurements,  which  will  be 
compared  with  the  measurements 
made  on  the  photography  and  com- 
puter data  gathered  in  the  ER-2  flight. 

I'm  quite  confident  that  our  analysis 
will  prove  that  the  ER-2  could  provide 
us  with  the  level  of  accuracy  we  need 
for  updating  our  Phase  3  inventory 
maps,"  concludes  Mr.  Lyseng. 

Though  Timber  Management  and 
Remote  Sensing  are  happy  with  the 
results  of  the  flight.  Mr.  Campbell  and 
Mr.  Morgan  do  not  anticipate  another 
flight  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

"We  might  be  able  to  work  with 
Forestry  Canada  under  the  agreement 
again  sometime,"  says  Mr.  Morgan, 
"but  the  ER-2  is  a  very  busy  aircraft. 
It  has  been  contracted  out  to  agencies 
all  over  the  world,  and  has,  for 
example  been  used  for  projects  as 
diverse  as  searching  for  the  ozone 
layer  hole  in  the  Antarctic.  With  such 
a  demand,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
schedule  another  flight.  As  well,  the 
costs  involved  are  quite  high." 


This  photo  from  the  ER-2  flight  highlights  well  sites  and  cutblocks  over  a  14  x  14  mile  area  near 
Burnstick  Lake,  w  est  of  Caroline. 
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Amendments  to  sportfishing  regulations  announced 


Minister  Fjordbotten  has  announced 
changes  to  the  1989  sportfishing 
regulations  that  should  see  improved 
production  of  sport  species  and 
improved  distribution  of  catch  among 
anglers  across  the  province. 

Ernie  Stenton,  Head  of  the  Sport 
Fisheries  Management  Section  and 
coordinator  of  the  amendment  proc- 
ess, notes  that:  "The  changes  will 
affect  two  primary  areas  —  trout 
management  and  walleye  manage- 
ment. In  most  cases,  the  amendments 
concern  catch  limits  and  size  limits 
that  will  help  bring  populations  back 
to  more  desired  levels." 

Highlights  of  the  amendments, 
which  come  into  effect  April  1,  are 
listed  below. 

1 .  A  catch-and-release  fishery  for 
trout  and  arctic  grayling  will  be 
implemented  on  the  Headwater 
portion  of  the  Little  Smoky  River, 
and  a  possession  limit  of  two  trout 
and  arctic  grayling  will  be  imple- 
mented in  other  parts  of  the  river 
upstream  of  Fox  Creek.  This  same 
section  of  the  river  and  tributaries 
will  be  closed  to  fishing  November 
1  to  June  14,  and  the  use  of  bait  will 
not  be  permitted  in  the  river. 

2.  A  province-wide  15-inch  (38  cm) 
minimum  length  limit  will  be 


Photocopier  Open  House 

Maps  Alberta  will  be  hosting  an  Open 
House  on  March  2  to  demonstrate  to 
government  employees  the  capabili- 
ties of  its  recently  acquired  Canon 
color  laser  copier. 

Although  the  primary  use  of  the 
copier  is  to  make  quick  prints  of 
aerial  photography  for  clients,  the 
machine  also  offers  a  color  copying 
service  to  Alberta  government 
departments. 

The  Open  House  will  run  from 
8:30-10:30  a.m.  on  March  2  in  the 
Maps  Alberta  Reference  Library.  2nd 
Floor  of  Petroleum  Plaza  North. 
Demonstrations  will  be  held  every 
half  hour,  and  a  sample  package  of 
material  produced  on  the  copier  will 
be  available.  For  further  information, 
contact  the  Reference  Library  of 
Maps  Alberta  at  427-7417. 


established  for  walleye.  All  wall- 
eye smaller  than  15  inches  must  be 
released. 

3.  The  daily  catch  limit  for  walleye 
will  be  reduced  from  five  to  three 
fish,  and  the  daily  catch  limit  of  two 
walleye  and  four  in  possession  will 
be  removed  from  April  1  to  the 
Friday  preceding  the  Victoria  Day 


Ghost  River  from  page  1 

impacts  on  watershed  and  renewable 
resources. 

A  public  meeting  on  the  Ghost 
River  Draft  Plan  was  held  in  early 
1987  at  Water  Valley.  When  a 
subsequent  meeting  in  Cochrane  was 
closed  down  due  to  attendance  ex- 
ceeding fire  regulations,  further  public 
meetings  ensued.  The  draft  plan  was 
then  revised  and  a  final  version 
prepared.  Additional  round-table 
meetings  were  held  with  selected 
public  groups  to  confirm  the  final 
version  of  the  plan.  The  public  will 
continue  to  be  involved  throughout  the 
implementation  phases  of  planning. 

For  more  information  on  the  Ghost 
River  plan,  contact  Cameron  McGre- 
gor, Regional  Resource  Co-ordinator, 
Provincial  Building,  Rocky  Mountain 
House  (Phone  845-8245).  Copies  of 
the  plan  are  available  at  the  informa- 
tion centers  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 


holiday. 

There  are  other  amendments  to  the 
regulations  coming  as  well,  though 
most  of  the  others  affect  only  certain 
lakes  and  rivers.  For  complete 
information,  contact  Ernie  Stenton  at 
the  Sport  Fisheries  Management 
office  in  Edmonton  (Phone:  427- 
6730). 


More  information? 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on 
the  contents  of  this  newsletter,  or  any 
information  about  the  policies  and 
programs  for  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife  in  Alberta,  please  contact  the 
Communications  Branch. 

This  newsletter  is  published  10  times 
a  year  by  Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife. 

Editor:  Gordon  Turtle 

Comments,  questions  and  suggestions 

are  always  welcome. 

Please  contact: 

The  Editor 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
Newsletter 

910,  9942  -  108  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2J5 


Enthusiastic  stuff  members  of  the  Human  Resources  Division  proved  that  the  Christmas  spirit 
was  alive  and  well  in  our  department  this  year.  The  group  collected  over  $1850  in  cash  anil 
165  gifts  for  Santas  Anonymous.  Pictured  above  are  (from  left  to  right):  Don  Watson,  Melody 
Schlender,  Kim  Lautenslager ,  and  Jim  Graham.  Good  work,  gang! 
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